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Montana governor optimistic about ties

‘STRONG BOND’: The president welcomed Greg Gianforte, saying that
Taiwan hopes to expand partnerships in areas such as semiconductors, auto
electronics and photonics

By Liu Tzu-hsuan / Staff reporter a H

Taiwan and Montana can both benefit from deeper partnerships in key industries,

President Tsai Ing-wen (2235 ) yesterday told Montana Governor Greg Gianforte, who
expressed optimism regarding cooperation between his state and Taiwan.

Gianforte, who is leading an economic and trade delegation to Taiwan for six days ending
on Friday, met with Tsai at the Presidential Office.

Tsai thanked him for reopening the State of Montana Asia Trade Office in Taiwan after
becoming governor in 2021, saying it was a concrete move that helped the two sides
continue to reinforce bilateral economic and trade cooperation.
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President Tsai Ing-wen, front, left, shakes hands with Montana Governor Greg US cannot halt Chinese advances, chip
Gianforte at the Presidential Office in Taipei yesterday. expert says
Photo: CNA

Taiwan and Montana have long enjoyed close cooperation in agriculture and tourism, as
large numbers of Taiwanese tourists visit the state every year and agricultural goods from
Montana are popular among Taiwanese consumers, she said.

Montana is known for its auto electronics and photonics industries, and is developing its
biotechnology, cloud computing and aerospace industries, Tsai said.

Gianforte’s efforts in promoting tax incentives and deregulation have created job
opportunities and stimulated investment, she said.

As Montana’s seventh-largest trade partner, Taiwan hopes to deepen partnerships in key
areas such as auto electronics, photonics and semiconductors, she said.

Tsai also thanked the Montana Senate and House of Representatives for passing Taiwan-
friendly resolutions in support of the nation’s international participation.

Gianforte said that the state legislature passes resolutions in support of Taiwan every two
years to “reinforce” its ties with the nation.

Montana “has shared a strong bond with Taiwan” since they established a sister-state
relationship in 1985, he said.

“It's only fitting that | lead my first international trade mission as governor to this great
country” two years after the reopening of its trade office in Taipei, Gianforte said.

Ties between the two sides have been growing stronger through bilateral trade and P -
TAIPEL | Taipei Times

educatlf)nal exch.anges, and because of their shared values of freedom and free '1'|?11'_5 50,588 B K
enterprise, he said.

Montana has great scenery and quality beef and wheat, Gianforte said, adding that a
delegation of Taiwanese flour milling industry representatives visited the state earlier this
year.
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The relationship between Montana and Taiwan has developed beyond trade in agricultural

products, and is rapidly growing in other areas such as education, bioscience and

photonics, he said.

The monitoring has long been a
center of scientific endeavors to
measure greenhouse gases,
atmospheric radiation flux and
airborne pollutant

In cooperation with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Education, a
Mandarin program for high-school and college students is to be launched at the University
of Montana’s Mansfield Center next year, Gianforte said.

With support from the ministries, Montana Technological University and Taiwan’s Minghsin
University of Science and Technology are to offer short-term exchange programs to
nurture semiconductor talent, he said.

Considering the photonics industry’s importance and potential in the 21st century, “it is
imperative that we work to build this industry for our state, and Taiwan is a key partner in
this,” Gianforte said.

The delegation is to sign a memorandum of understanding with the Taiwan-USA Industrial
Cooperation Promotion Office and Taiwan'’s Photonics Industry and Technology
Development Association to facilitate the cooperation, he added.
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Partial lunar eclipse to be visible across Taiwan PLA worried about war readiness: US
2023-10-28 2023-10-29
People across Taiwan and its outlying islands should be able to see a NATIONAL INSECURITY: PLA slogans suggest it has
partial lunar eclipse early tomorrow morning if the skies are clear, the... concerns about whether it and its commanders are...

Chinese aircraft carrier traverses SHU to close its Chinese Literature
Department

Bashi Channel -
2023-10-28 w' 2023-10-31

RECONNAISsANCE: The ship’s voyage into the Western Pacific was the CLASS OUT: Shih Hsin University said the decision
latest occurrence in over a month, paired with a PLA drone flight that... was due to the nation’s declining birthrate, fewer...
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Montana governor calls for closer
cooperation with Taiwan

Greg Gianforte envisions Montana as bioscience, photonics powerhouse with
Taiwan's help

By Kelvin Chen, Taiwan News, Staff Writer
2023/10/31 15:15

Montana Governor Greg Gianforte and President Tsai Ing-wen. (Presidential Office

PR QUG I\

TAIPEI (Taiwan News) — Montana Governor Greg Gianforte on Tuesday (Oct. 31)

pushed for closer cooperation between Taiwan and his state in trending industries.

“While agriculture surely remains the bedrock of our trade relationship with Taiwan, we
are also seeing rapid growth in other industries like education, bioscience, and
photonics,” Gianforte said during a meeting with President Tsai Ing-wen (3%523XX).
Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Education have been partially

funding two programs in the state, he said.

https://www.taiwannews.com.tw/en/news/5030548 1/3
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One is a program at the University of Montana’s Mansfield Center, which begins early
next year, focused on expanding the Mandarin program for both Montana high school
and college students, Gianforte said. The other is between Montana Tech and Minghsin
University of Science and Technology, which facilitates short-term exchanges related to
international business, “particularly as it relates to the semiconductor workforce,” he

said.

Concerning bioscience, Montana is “tip of the spear for cutting-edge research,” the
governor said. The state also has one of the highest per capita concentrations of optics,
photonics, and quantum computing companies in the U.S., he added. Gianforte

stressed the increasing importance of photonics, saying that “Taiwan is a key partner”

in developing this industry in Montana.

Montana has shared a strong bond with Taiwan since establishing sister-city ties in
1985, Gianforte said. “This bond has been forged through trade and educational

exchanges and our shared values of freedom and free enterprise,” he said.
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By reopening the Montana Asia trade office in Taipei in 2021, there will be “new
opportunities for Montanans and the people of Taiwan,” he said. The governor added he
was “filled with optimism” about the future of Montana and Taiwan together and “excited

about the possible extensions of our relationship.”

Gianforte arrived in Taiwan on Sunday (Oct. 29) for a six-day trip to explore new areas
for bilateral cooperation and hold talks with Taiwan government officials. He will also
oversee the inking of a Taiwan-Montana education cooperation agreement and a pact
between the Importers and Exporters Association of Taipei and the Montana
Department of Commerce, which will serve to bolster cooperation in education and

trade.

Taiwan is one of Montana’s top 10 trading partners, according to a Montana state

government press release.
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