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Decoding the Media Mirror from an Indigenous
Perspective: Framing Transitions and Narrative Re-
construction in News Reporting on Jianshi Township

(2006-2025)

Abstract

This study originates from the deep concern of a Tayal educator with over
thirty years of service in Jianshi Township regarding the profound gap between
media representations of his homeland and the reality he knows firsthand. To
systematically deconstruct the dynamic framing of media discourse and 1its
semantic transformations, this research adopts a "qualitative-dominant,
computation-assisted" mixed-methods approach. The core method is qualitative
framing analysis, applied to thirty news reports on Jianshi Township from
Taiwan’ s three major newspaper groups (United Daily News, China Times, Liberty
Times) spanning 2006 to 2025. To supplement and cross-validate these
qualitative findings, Latent Semantic Analysis (LSA) and Latent Dirichlet
Allocation (LDA) are introduced as auxiliary computational tools, detecting
structural shifts in semantic space through word-frequency co-occurrence and
topic probability distributions, thereby enabling triangulation with the
qualitative results. Furthermore, to incorporate indigenous voices that
textual analysis alone cannot capture, the study systematically collects and
analyses the public interview responses of 24 Jianshi residents—covering
diverse age groups, genders, 1identities, and settlement areas—regarding

their genuine perceptions and evaluations of media coverage.

The findings reveal a fundamental paradigm shift in media representation of
Jianshi Township over the two decades. In the early period (2006 -2015), a
"cultural homeland" framework predominated, portraying indigenous people as
cultural transmitters, developmental agents, and ecological guardians. In the
later period (2016 - 2025), however, this has been supplanted by a "governance

and risk" framework, in which indigenous residents are cast as evacuees,
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environmental victims, and passive beneficiaries of policy—essentially,
objects to be managed and rescued. This representational shift is not only
corroborated by the LSA and LDA results but also resonates with the collective
sentiment of the 24 interviewees, who consistently expressed feelings of
being "stigmatised" and reduced to simplistic, dichotomous labels. The study
further uncovers that agricultural marketing themes—actively promoted by
local government—remain persistently marginalised in media discourse,
revealing a structural "communication gap" between official narratives and

the logic of news media.

Drawing on these 1insights, this paper proposes actionable strategies,
including "proactively steering the governance framework," "reconstructing
agricultural storylines," and "supplying a diverse palette of stories." It
argues that both the indigenous community and public authorities must shift
from being passive "observers of the portrait" to active "narrative

!

participants," thereby narrowing the gap between media representation and
local self-identity. Ultimately, this research aims to restore to Jianshi
Township a media 1image that embodies both cultural subjectivity and
developmental agency, while offering a practical reference for image

governance in indigenous regions.

Keywords: media representation, framing analysis, mixed methods, Latent
Semantic Analysis, topic modeling, Jianshi Township, place

marketing
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