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The differentiation of synonyms in Hakka—Fonhi, Kuailog and Tiong
Wen, Yi-Tian!

Graduate Program of Teaching Chinese as a Second Language, National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan

Hakka synonymous stative verbs Fonhi, Kuailog, and Tiong demonstrate circular definition in
dictionaries, elevating the difficulty for learners to grasp the semantic nuances between the three. Few
studies to date have investigated the lexical semantics and syntactic distribution of this group of
synonyms. This study analyzes Fonhi, Kuailog, and Tiong’s syntactic function in Taiwan Hakka Corpus
to extract the distinguishing lexical semantic feature. It is found that [+/- change-of-state] and [+/-
control] are the crucial lexical semantic features differentiating Fonhi, Kuailog, and Tiong. Fonhi is [+
change-of-state] and [+ control]; Kuailog is [- change-of-state] and [-control]; Tiong is [-change-of-state]
and [+ control]. The results obtained in this study serve as a reference for prospective educators and
textbook writers to design corresponding learning contexts, content, and activities to assist learners in

the differentiation of these three synonyms.
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