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Reproducing social stratification in primary schooling? Parental social capital
effect on children’s academic achievement and school adaptation
Wang, Ya-Hsuan, Chou, Kuo-Min
Abstract

Communitarian social capitalism challenges the outdated idea that individuals succeed
by reproducing social capital with networked individualism. In order to understand if social
stratification reproduced primary schooling, this study examines the relationships among
parental social capital, children’s academic achievement and school adaptation. The
researchers develop a Social Capital Scale for Parents and collected 825 validated
questionnaires of sixth-grade students (with parents) from 34 primary schools in Tainan
County. In conclusion, parental community social capital is non-significantly varied by family
backgrounds, which discloses parents from all social stratums could create social capital; high
parental social capital can predict students’ high school adaptation and high academic
achievement. This finding accepts Bourdieu’s argument that the rate of return on social
capital is certain, yet rejects Coleman’s uncertain rate of return on social capital. The
transferability of social capital is seen from parents to children as well as the transformability
of social stratification.
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